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Prelude 
 

A Note on the Special Order of the Liturgy Today:  The Divine Service this morning follows the tradition of Luther’s German 

Mass [1526] in which liturgical, chanted canticles are replaced with hymn settings of those canticles, several of which are written 

or composed by Luther. 
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The Divine Service 
 
Processional: 656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie: 942 Kyrie! God, Father 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003065 
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Gloria in Excelsis: 948 All Glory Be to God Alone 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003065 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace 

and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church 

Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
Sit 

 

First Lesson Revelation 14:6–7 
6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation 

and tribe and language and people. 7And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment 

has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 46 chanted by the Pastors 

1God is our ref- | uge and strength,* 

 a very present help in | trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear though the | earth gives way,* 

 though the mountains be moved into the heart | of the sea, 
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3though its waters | roar and foam,* 

 though the mountains tremble at its | swelling. 

4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,* 

 the holy habitation of the | Most High. 
5God is in the midst of her; she shall | not be moved;* 

 God will help her when | morning dawns. 
6The nations rage, the kingdoms | totter;* 

 he utters his voice, the | earth melts. 
7The LORD of hosts is | with us;* 

 the God of Jacob is our | fortress. 

8Come, behold the works | of the LORD,* 

 how he has brought desolations | on the earth. 
9He makes wars cease to the end | of the earth;* 

 he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

 he burns the chariots | with fire. 
10“Be still, and know that | I am God.* 

 I will be exalted among the nations, 

 I will be exalted | in the earth!” 
11The LORD of hosts is | with us;* 

 the God of Jacob is our | fortress. 

 

Epistle Romans 3:19–28 
19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the 

whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since 

through the law comes knowledge of sin.21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although 

the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 

there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to 

show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to show his righteousness 

at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For 

we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn of the Day: 555 Salvation unto Us Has Come  

 

 

 

 

 
 

5  Yet as the Law must be fulfilled 

    Or we must die despairing, 

Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, 

    Our human nature sharing. 

He has for us the Law obeyed 

And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 

    Which over us impended. 

 

8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin 

    And makes us conscience-stricken; 

But then the Gospel enters in 

    The sinful soul to quicken. 

Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; 

The Law no peace can ever give, 

    No comfort and no blessing. 

 

6  Since Christ has full atonement made 

    And brought to us salvation, 

Each Christian therefore may be glad 

    And build on this foundation. 

Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 

Your death is now my life indeed, 

    For You have paid my ransom. 

 

9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 

    And rests in Him unceasing; 

And by its fruits true faith is known, 

    With love and hope increasing. 

For faith alone can justify; 

Works serve our neighbor and supply 

    The proof that faith is living. 

 

7 Let me not doubt, but truly see 

    Your Word cannot be broken; 

Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!” 

    No falsehood have You spoken. 

Baptized into Your precious name, 

My faith cannot be put to shame, 

    And I shall never perish. 

 

D 10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 

    To Father, Son, and Spirit, 

The God who saved us by His grace; 

    All glory to His merit. 

O triune God in heav’n above, 

You have revealed Your saving love; 

    Your blessèd name we hallow. 
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Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Holy Gospel John 8:31–36 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord.  
31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32and you will know 

the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to 

anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 
34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not remain in the 

house forever; the son remains forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Creed: 954 We All Believe in One True God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Sermon: The City of God Rejoices while the World Falls apart (Psalm 46) 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and 

freely promised to hear us. 

  

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us grace that Your holy 

name be hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love 

shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is 

blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are blinded and bound in the 

devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the midst of both good and evil 

things, that our own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful 

hands we commend [name(s)] and all who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in You to provide for all our 

needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice 

in a good conscience before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its 

ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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The 500th Anniversary of… 
 

The Condemnation of Martin Luther and a Wittenberg Book Burning Party 

The events of the Reformation moved very slowly.  Luther’s 95 Theses of 1517 started a huge chain of events 

that covered decades.  In May-June of 1520 Pope Leo X signed the Papal Bull Exsurge Domine (Arise, O Lord) 

officially condemning Martin Luther as a heretic worthy of being burned to death if he did not recant his teachings.   

Martin Luther received the letter of condemnation in the mail in October of 1520, and on December 10, 1520 

he joined the professors and students of the University of Wittenberg in a book-burning of Roman Catholic Canon 

Law.  Luther added the Papal Bull to the flames.  

Although paintings often depict Luther as bold and defiant in this action, the actual reports are that he 

approached “trembling and praying”.  As he cast his letter of condemnation into the flames he is reported to have 

said, “Because you have confounded the truth of God, today the Lord confounds you. Into the fire with you!” 
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Important Announcements  
For those who watch services on Live-Stream  

during the Coronavirus Pandemic 
 
Special Note for the Live Stream:  Because the Absolution and Communion are sacramental acts that require the in-person interaction 

of penitent & pastor and communicant & pastor, we will not Live Stream those portions of the Divine Service.  If you desire a more 

detailed explanation of the status of the controversies in Christianity and the LCMS around these acts that have led us to this decision 

on this practice, your pastors are more than willing to discuss it with you. 

Following the prayers, the Live Stream ends and the Service of the Sacrament begins. 

 

Stay Home when Sick:  If you are sick or exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 please stay home. If you start to 

experience symptoms while in attendance at a service or out anywhere else, please go home immediately. If at a 

service, notify a Safety Team member on your way out so we may direct our cleaning and communication efforts. 

 

Singing:  At this time there are mixed studies on what effect singing may have on the spread of this disease. Due 

to this, the governor’s office has made refraining from congregational singing a requirement.  So we will speak 

the liturgy and the hymn of the day will be sung by the pastors.    Please tune in early and stay late for the preludes, 

postludes, and sing with us the hymns that will be provided in the online bulletins. 

 

Maintaining Piety when Worshiping at Home: The best way to get the most out of this temporary set-up is to 

keep things in your household as regular as possible: 

• Print the bulletin or use your hymnals 

• Dress like you would dress for church 

• Stand when we stand, sit when we sit 

• Sing along with the hymns 

• Watch at the live time, Sunday morning, setting it aside as first priority instead of looking for whatever 

time is most convenient for you 

• Limit the distractions, toys, and tech so that the time is truly "sacred" (set-apart) for Christ and His means 

of grace 

These ideas can help you focus on the Service of the Word and will also help you prevent bad habits from 

developing during our temporary suspension of Divine Services 
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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
 

Members who are sick and in need of healing and comfort— Rick Bymark (wife Jackie, son Hank), Lynn Slauson, Pam 

Linton (daughter of LaVerne & Arlene Bagne), Ilene Shepherd, Brigette Ritter, Dr. Crystal Rossow, Charice McDowell, 

Mavis Kalk, Joyce O’Hern, Melvin Haag, Patrick Oberle, Ramona Von Ende, Bruce Hansen, Marlys Johnson, Justin 

Brynjulfson, Rev. David Steege, and Pat Ellinger.  Our Lord Jesus, who reached out to heal and comfort the sick and dying, 

continues to reach out with His healing Word through us.  Cards, phone calls, and prayers are always appreciated.  If you 

know of someone who is sick or hospitalized, please inform your pastors.  

 

Our homebound members are John and Arleen Barrett, Sue Erickson, Marlys Johnson, Inez Koehler, Steve Orbin, Mark 

Pruhs, Amy Schalo, and Ilene Shepherd. 
 

All those serving in our Armed Forces— Agena Christophersen (Belgium), Kevin Mazurowski (Arizona), Nathan 

Mazurowski (Arizona), Isak Preus (Florida), Brian Pruhs (Germany), Joseph Radintz (home), Emily Sawyer (Florida), and 

Danny Schilling (home). 
 

Those who have lost loved ones during the past year— the family of Betty Schmiege, Justin Bermel & family (at the loss 

of his father Douglas, and his brother Jeffrey), Rob Borcherding & family (at the loss of his mother Carol), the family of 

Rev. Greg Tyler (Pastor at St. Paul Lutheran in Osseo), Lisa Kolander & family (at the loss of her mother Lucy Fairchild), 

Jan Stadler & family (at the loss of her sister, JoAnne Hackbarth), John Meyer & family (at the loss of his brother Jeff), the 

family of Larry Jobes, Dan Kappel & family (at the loss of his father Francis), Joellyn Wicht & family (at the loss of her 

mother Frances Spielman), Larissa Alvarez & family (at the loss of her grandmother Luci Correa), the family of Fred Hunt, 

the family of Diane Lawrence, Gerald Anderson & family (at the loss of his father Dale), Joyce O’Hern & family (at the 

loss of her father-in-law Marland), Arlene Rogge & family (at the loss of her father George Hackler), and Lois Foggia & 

family (at the loss of her brother-in-law Tom Hooker). 

 

And we remember those who have recently lost loved ones— the family of Vivian Kuns, Stephanie Haver & family (at 

the loss of her brother Brandon), Char Abraham & family (at the loss of her brother Russell), the family of Linda Bredenberg, 

the family of Tracey Rosso, Cindy Cook & family (at the loss of her brother, Daniel Anderson), and the family of Gerald 

Oswald. 
All expecting families and their unborn children— especially Adam & Brittany Strohschein, and Stephanie & Noah 

Heidorn.  If you would like to announce your pregnancy to the Church that we might pray for you, please contact one of 

our pastors. 

 

THIS WEEK:  The congregations in our circuit are praying for Grace International Lutheran, worshiping at Peace Lutheran, 

Robbinsdale and Pastor Isaac Williams. 
 

PRAYING FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL:  This week we pray for Congregational President Erik Preus & 

Congregational Secretary Jamie Radintz, and also for our Kindergarten Teacher Amy Peterson. 
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† Announcements † 
 

 

COVID-19 Preparedness Plan, Phased-Reopening:  All St. John’s events and activities have been cancelled or postponed until further 

notice, however, we now are able to hold Divine Services, weddings, and funerals that adhere to our protocols, as published in the 

pastoral letter of May 24, and available in our church’s “Covid-19 Preparedness Plan”.  Please visit our website for the link to these 

documents and to stay informed as updates can happen quickly. 
 

SOCIAL DISTANCING:  Please keep in mind your social distancing awareness and hygiene when entering the building and 

encountering other individuals; you are required to wear a mask as you enter, exit, or at any time when not social distancing.  Our 

Custodial Staff has been working diligently maintaining disinfection measures throughout the building to help keep our limited staff & 

visitors safe. 
 

SPECIAL FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK:  Wednesday Oct 28th, St. Simon and St. Jude, Apostles; Saturday October 31st, Reformation 
Day (observed Today 10/25). 
 

VIDEO BIBLE STUDY:  We have begun study of The Book of Daniel.  A video recording will be uploaded to the YouTube Channel 

“Matthew Moss” and shared on Facebook and our website.  Enjoy!  

October 25:       Daniel 5- God Judges Belshazzar for His Arrogance 

November 1:     Daniel 6- God’s Faithful Servant Is Saved from the Lions’ Mouth 
 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY has resumed as we take up again the Book of Acts.  We meet via Facebook Live at 9:45 am 

each Tuesday.  This format will allow any questions you might have, simply post a comment and if it is seen it will be answered.  We 

will take up Acts 28 as Paul is brought safely through to the island of Malta, eventually sails safely the rest of the way to Italy and travels 

to Rome, spending time there in ministry to close out the story of the spread of the Gospel. 

 

THE SERVICE OF INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION is available this month by appointment only.  Take 

advantage of this opportunity to hear God’s Word of forgiveness spoken to you individually in Jesus’ Name.  “If we confess our sins, 

God, who is faithful and just, will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  (1 John 1:9) 

 

PLEDGE CARDS:  Thank you to the 62 households who have submitted pledge cards to help your Boards and Council in the budget 

formation process.  If you have not yet participated and want to in the coming weeks, additional cards and envelopes are available and 

you may mail or bring it to the Church Office.  Thank you for participating and helping us be good stewards as a congregation and 

budget responsibly. 
 

 

 

                                                                                   Last Week          Year-to-date                  
                                                                                     10/18/20             since 07/01/20             
                                                                                                                                                                   

Total General Fund Receipts-All Sources     $     14,695          $    483,490  
Amount Needed                                                  $     26,450          $    566,858 
Amount Ahead (Behind)                                  $    (11,755)   $     (83,368) 
% Ahead (-Behind)                                                                                     -15%                       
Current Building Mortgage Balance (September 30, 2020):   $243,562 
Amount Needed above includes all budgeted revenues, including offerings, school tuition and third-source income, for the current budget year 
beginning July 1, 2020.  There was no cumulative deficit as of July 1.  Questions can be directed to Church Treasurer Mike Gaffer 
(mtgaff@comcast.net) 
 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK (October 18th)     Total:  169    CM:  126 

Note:  The pastors and kantor are only counted once in both figures above, but take up three of the 100 slots at each service.  Also, 

Safety Team members are positioned in the halls, and do not count against the 100 available spots in the sanctuary, however they 
are included in the numbers of those present for worship and communing if they communed. 
 
 

PLEASE CALL FIRST:  In order to better protect you, our students and staff, we are limiting foot traffic through the building during 

the day.  Please make an appointment with one of our secretaries to pick up any church items.  Your materials can be placed in a holding 

bin located in the vestibule, between the double doorway for pick up at your designated appointment. 

 

SCHEDULING CHURCH AND SCHOOL EVENTS AT ST. JOHN’S:  We are not scheduling member events at this time. Please 

direct any questions to 763-420-2426. 

 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS…please note cutoff time change:  Items received by noon Wednesday are considered for 

inclusion in the Sunday bulletin; kindly please submit your request timely to ensure your announcement gets published as needed. 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK:  (October 25 – October 31)  Sunday- K. C. Kolstad/ Cheryl Lucas/Kari Preus,  Monday- Noah 

MacMillan/Grace Windsperger,  Tuesday- Weston Holovnia/Aaron Rossow/Johanna Rossow,  Wednesday- …,  Thursday- 
Isabella Alvarez/Elsie Priebe,  Friday- Duane Esterly/Gail Lieske,  Saturday- Conrad Koehler/Lisa McFerrin/Karen Nelson 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 


